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Why Travel on board our Tren Crucero 

 Exceptional train ride crossing from Ecuador´s Andes watching the transition from 
moorlands through cloud forests, to tropical Coastal landscapes in 4 days 3 nights all 
included. 

 Enjoy the Avenue of Volcanoes, more than 10 Volcanoes over 12000 feet, one of them active 
(Tungurahua volcano 5023 mts.) 

 280 miles of scenic train ride ascending to 3600 meters and descending to sea level during 
the trip. 

 Cultural immersion with Andes and Coastal indigenous communities and customs included 
on trip. 

 Steam locomotives from the beginning of XX century will run 2 different stretches. 
 Luxury and comfortable train coaches representing the Ecuadorian identity and history with 

exceptional onboard service. 
 
http://www.ecuadorbytrain.com/trainecuador/crucero/web/#/homepage 
 

International Reviews 

 Ecuador's volcano express  
Financial Times 

 

 From clouds to coast – the new passenger train from Quito to Guayaquil  
The Washington Times Communities 

 

 Ecuador: Make tracks for a South American rail renaissance  
The Independent 

 

 Colonial Ecuador  
Chicago Tribune 

 

 Let Off Some Steam – Escape On Ecuador's 'Cruise Train  
Canadian Traveller 

 

 Ecuador's New Luxury Train Launches Today  
Travel Agent Central 

 

 Tren Crucero Offers High-End Tourism Train Routes In Ecuador  
Odissey Media Group 

 

 Ecuador's Tren Crucero Launches Rail Tours to Cultural Sites  
Travel Pulse 

 

 High life: Ecuador's new luxury sightseeing train  
F Gate 

http://www.ecuadorbytrain.com/trainecuador/crucero/web/#/homepage
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/9dce1afe-ca08-11e2-af47-00144feab7de.html#ixzz2VnNftDMh
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/9dce1afe-ca08-11e2-af47-00144feab7de.html#ixzz2VnNftDMh
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/9dce1afe-ca08-11e2-af47-00144feab7de.html#ixzz2VnNftDMh
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/donnes-world/2013/jun/5/clouds-coast-new-passenger-train-quito-guayaquil/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/donnes-world/2013/jun/5/clouds-coast-new-passenger-train-quito-guayaquil/
http://communities.washingtontimes.com/neighborhood/donnes-world/2013/jun/5/clouds-coast-new-passenger-train-quito-guayaquil/
http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/americas/ecuador-make-tracks-for--a-south-american-rail-renaissance-8650621.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/americas/ecuador-make-tracks-for--a-south-american-rail-renaissance-8650621.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/travel/americas/ecuador-make-tracks-for--a-south-american-rail-renaissance-8650621.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/travel/sc-trav-0604-ecuador-20130604,0,7426081.story
http://www.chicagotribune.com/travel/sc-trav-0604-ecuador-20130604,0,7426081.story
http://www.chicagotribune.com/travel/sc-trav-0604-ecuador-20130604,0,7426081.story
http://www.canadiantraveller.net/1656-Let_Off_Some_Steam__Escape_On_Ecuadors_Cruise_Train
http://www.canadiantraveller.net/1656-Let_Off_Some_Steam__Escape_On_Ecuadors_Cruise_Train
http://www.canadiantraveller.net/1656-Let_Off_Some_Steam__Escape_On_Ecuadors_Cruise_Train
http://www.travelagentcentral.com/ecuador/ecuadors-new-luxury-train-launches-today-40986
http://www.travelagentcentral.com/ecuador/ecuadors-new-luxury-train-launches-today-40986
http://www.travelagentcentral.com/ecuador/ecuadors-new-luxury-train-launches-today-40986
http://www.odysseymediagroup.com/csan/Editorial-Travel-and-Tours.asp?ReportID=586840
http://www.odysseymediagroup.com/csan/Editorial-Travel-and-Tours.asp?ReportID=586840
http://www.odysseymediagroup.com/csan/Editorial-Travel-and-Tours.asp?ReportID=586840
http://www.travelpulse.com/ecuadors-tren-crucero-launches-rail-tours-to-cultural-sites.html
http://www.travelpulse.com/ecuadors-tren-crucero-launches-rail-tours-to-cultural-sites.html
http://www.travelpulse.com/ecuadors-tren-crucero-launches-rail-tours-to-cultural-sites.html
http://blog.sfgate.com/getlost/2013/07/03/peak-experience-ecuadors-new-luxury-sightseeing-train/#13687-14
http://blog.sfgate.com/getlost/2013/07/03/peak-experience-ecuadors-new-luxury-sightseeing-train/#13687-14
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About the Train 

Ride across Ecuador´s Andes watching the transition from moorlands through to cloud forests, to 

tropical coastal landscapes whilst crossing spectacular terrain and traversing mountains. 

Travel the Avenue of Volcanoes – more than 10 volcanoes over 3,600 m / 12,000 ft; Tungurahua 

volcano is still active, 5,023 m / 16,480 ft. 450 kms / 280 miles of scenic train ride ascending to 3,600 
m / 12,000 ft and descending to sea level during the trip. 

Along the route, there are several opportunities to meet Andean and coastal indigenous 
communities and witness their way of life. 

Steam locomotives from the beginning of the 20th century will run on 2 different stretches. 

The carriages are First Class, decorated in Ecuadorian style, with historical references; train crew 

ensures exceptional on-board service. 

Itineraries vary from one to three nights, the nights being spent in selected hotels whilst the travel is 
on the train. 

Accommodation 

The four air-conditioned First Class carriages each have a different Ecuadorian style and carry a total 
of 54 passengers.  They are hauled by a mixture of steam and diesel locomotives. 

Two Carriages with tables and chairs, like a dining car.  Bar Car, serving light snacks and drinks, with 

seating and a gift shop selling indigenous gifts. Observation car, with sofas and an open viewing 
platform. 

Catering 

All catering is traditional.  All meals are eaten in local restaurants or in the hotels where one is 
staying the night. 

There is a Bar Car on the train from where one can purchase hot and cold drinks and local tapas. 
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Itineraries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.luxurytrainclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Tren-Crucero-map.jpg


ECUADOR SERVICES 
 

 
Lina Landivar Carreno      From USA or CAN: (593) 9-995621535 

linalandivar@ecuadorservices.org     With in ECU dial:  09-95621535 
lina.landivar.carreno@gmail.com     Skype: landivar-carreno 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ECUADOR SERVICES 
 

 
Lina Landivar Carreno      From USA or CAN: (593) 9-995621535 

linalandivar@ecuadorservices.org     With in ECU dial:  09-95621535 
lina.landivar.carreno@gmail.com     Skype: landivar-carreno 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ECUADOR SERVICES 
 

 
Lina Landivar Carreno      From USA or CAN: (593) 9-995621535 

linalandivar@ecuadorservices.org     With in ECU dial:  09-95621535 
lina.landivar.carreno@gmail.com     Skype: landivar-carreno 

 

Guayaquil to Quito or vice-versa, 4 days / 3 nights 

Day 1, Sunday -Durán to Bucay.   Departure from Eloy Alfaro station at 8:00hrs, on board the 

Tren Crucero.   A restored steam locomotive will pull the train through coastal plantations of 

bananas, sugar cane and rice, as it makes its way to Bucay.  In Bucay we visit the San Rafael ranch 

where one can enjoy activities such as hiking, horse-riding or just relaxing, before having lunch. 

 After lunch we will explore a Shuar community, which migrated years ago from the Amazon basin 

to the Coast.  The community will share their ancestral customs and traditions. 
Overnight and dinner at D´ Franco Lodge in Bucay. 

Day 2, Monday -Bucay to Riobamba.  After breakfast, we return to Bucay station, which is the 

starting point of our dramatic ascent to the Andes.  Thanks to a series of zig-zags and horseshoe 

bends, in just 50 miles the train climbs over 9,700ft (2,960m), offering passengers fantastic views, 

especially from the Observation Car.  There is a short stop at Sibambe viewpoint, from where one 

can appreciate the major engineering achievement that led engineers to call this railway the most 

difficult in the world, before continuing to the renowned Devil´s Nose and then onto Alausi, 
dominated by a colossal statue of St Peter. 

As we arrive in Guamote, lunch is taken in the station after which we visit the town, which has some 

handsome timber buildings from the early twentieth century railway era, with their characteristic 

balconies leaning on thick wooden pillars.   We also visit Inti Sisa, a non-profit foundation that 

organizes workshops in Guamote.   We board the train to travel across the fascinating landscapes to 

the Colta community with a short stop at the Balbanera church, built about 500 years’ ago and the 

first landmark Christians made upon arrival to these lands.  The journey continues to Riobamba. 
Overnight and dinner at Abraspungo Hacienda. 

Day 3, Tuesday -Urbina to Latacunga.   After breakfast a bus takes us to Urbina, the highest 

station in the country.   Here we meet the last ice-trader, who at 69 years’ old and like his father 

and grandfather before him, uses a donkey to travel to the slopes of the Chimborazo Volcano to dig 

ice from the glacier to sell to the vendors in the villages and towns. 

Next the train takes us to Ambato for lunch, served at the Roka Plaza hotel, an ancient colonial 

house, after which we return to the train to travel to Cunchibamba where we explore a rose 

plantation and learn about the world-renowned Ecuadorian roses. 

After this visit, we continue our journey by train from Cunchibamba to Latacunga.   From there we 

take the coach to Lasso where the local community will display an impressive exhibition of 

synchronisation; local dancers perform  an indigenous dance. 

Overnight and dinner at La Cienega Hacienda. The renowned scientist, Alexander Von Humboldt, 

 and members of the French Geodesic Mission stayed here while they measured the exact 

circumference of Earth for the first time in modern history.  The hacienda also lodged South 

America’s most important hero, ‘the Liberator’ Simon Bolivar, who led four countries to become 
independent from Spain. 

Day 4, Wednesday -Cotopaxi National Park to Quito.  After breakfast we travel across the 

Pan-American Highway by bus to Cotopaxi National Park.  Walk around the Limpiopungo glacial 

lake, surrounded by wonderful scenery.  Cotopaxi is an important shelter for a variety of Andean 

fauna, gulls, deer, wolves, the unique bear of South America and the magnificent Andean Condor. 

Our journey continues to San Agustin del Callo Hacienda for a delicious traditional lunch.  The 

hacienda features incredible Inca walls. After lunch we return to El Boliche station to board the 

train.  We depart for Quito travelling through our final views of beautiful landscapes.  On arrival at 
Quito at around 18:00hrs, you will be transferred by bus to your hotel. 
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Dates and Prices 2014/2015  

Guayaquil to Quito  

2014:  February 2,16.  March 2.  June 8,22.  July 6,20.  August 3,17,31.  December 7,21. 

2015:  February 15. March 1,15,29. June 7,21. July 5,19.  August 2,16,30.  October 18.  November 

1,15,29. 

Quito to Guayaquil 

2014:  February 11,25.  June 3,17.  July 1 (sold out),15,29.  August 12,26.  December 2,16,30 (sold 
out). 

2015: February 10,24.  March 10. April 7.  June 2,16,30.  July 14,28.  August 11,25.  October 13,27. 
 November 10,24.  December 8. 

. 

2014 Prices are per person, sharing a double room  

USD $    1,270.00 

USD $    97.00 single supplement 

2015 Prices to be advised. 
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Quito to Alausi or vice-versa, 3 days / 2 nights 

Please see the main itinerary above for full details on individual stops. 

Day 1, Tuesday -Quito to La Cienega Hacienda.  Depart Quito for El Boliche station to travel 

to the San Agustin del Callo Hacienda for a delicious traditional lunch.   Then we visit the Cotopaxi 
National Park.    Overnight and dinner at La Cienega Hacienda. 

Day 2, Wednesday -Latacunga to Urbina.  Visit  to Lasso for a dance exhibition.  Train journey 

from Latacunga  to  Cunchibamba, to explore  an Ecuadorian rose plantation.  The train then takes 

us to Ambato for lunch after which the journey continues to Riobamba. 
Overnight and dinner at Abraspungo Hacienda. 

Day 3, Thursday -Riobambato to Alausi.   We board the train to travel to the Colta 

community with a short stop at the Balbanera church.  Lunch and a visit of the town of Guamote, as 
well as Inti Sisa.   Travel continues to Alusi. 

Dates and Prices 2014/2015 

Quito to Alausi 

2014: February 11,25.  June 3,17.  July 1,15,29.  August 12,26.  December 2,16,30. 

2015: February 10,24.  March 10.  April 7.  June 2,16,30.  July 14,28.  August 11,25.  October 13,27. 

 November 10,24.  December 8. 

Alausi to Quito 

2014:  February 3,17.  March 3.  June 9,23.  July 7,21.  August 4,18.  September 1.  December 8,22. 

2015: February 15.  March 1,15,29.  June 7,21.  July 5,19.   August 2,16,30.  October 18.  November 
1,15,29 

  

2014 Prices are per person, sharing a double room  

USD $   1,035.00 standard rate 

USD $   61.00  single supplement 

2015 Prices to be advised. 
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General Information 

 

Tren Crucero – steam power with horse power 

Included:  Excursions, hotel accommodation with full board. English, French and Spanish guides 

Transfers: For the 4 day journey,  in both Guayaquil and Quito there are free hotel to station, or 

vice-versa, transfers offered from certain hotels.  These are as follows: Quito - Casa 

Gangotena, Hilton, Swissotel, JW Marriot.  Guayaquil - Hilton, Oro verde,  Hampton Inn, Grand 
Hotel Guayaquil,  Wyndham,  Sonesta. 

Altitude and climate:  Eastbound (Guayaquil to Quito) allows for gradual altitude acclimatization. 

 Crossing the Andes, temperature and weather might abruptly change. Early morning may be cold 

whilst during the day temperatures will rise.  In the valleys temperatures might suddenly increase at 

noon.  During the afternoon, temperatures will start to drop until dusk. Nights in the Andes are 

very cold; expect rain during the day; sun radiation is very intense.  The Coast Temperature is warm 

most of the time, especially if there are higher levels of humidity.  Travelling towards the coast, 

temperatures will increase. Nights are cooler.  You might expect heavy rains during the day and 
night.  Sun radiation is intense. 

Security:  Lockers are provided on the train 

Dress code: Smart/casual, with comfortable shoes for excursions plus hats, sun protection, 

headache tablets (altitude).  Layering of clothes is recommended, to account for the variations in 

temperature. 

Luggage allowance:  1 piece of luggage and 1 carry on item. 

Money:  US Dollars recommended as many of the communities do not accept credit cards. 

Prices:  Subject to change due to economic conditions. 

http://www.luxurytrainclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Tren-Crucero-steam-with-horses.jpg

